CHAPTER IV

BRITISH INDUSTRY AND RUSSIA

EFORE leaving Russia a contract was arranged
jwith the Soviet Government similar to that
which I had carried out in India.

When the essential preliminaries had been com-
pleted I decided to visit the State Bank and arrange
for a cable draft to be dispatched to London.
After some difficulties in finding our way we reached
the bank building, where a huge queue of people
was waiting. In structure alone this bank resem-
bled similar institutions in capitalist countries;
nothing about the weary customers could compare
with the business-like appearance of similar visitors
to normal banks,

Ignoring the queue I went straight into the bank
and walking up to the counter spent fifteen minutes
in making my simple request to the bald-faced teller.
He produced an interpreter of sorts, who assured
me it was a very serious and complicated affair to
get Russian funds transferred abroad. I was still
trying to tell him that money must go abroad
immediately when a portly old German, obviously
a merchant of some kind, patted me on the shoulder,
" Don't worry, my boy/' he said in quite good
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